LUNALIA 2025
PRESS




160 artists from 13 countries
18 concerts

14 additional concerts during the free
opening party LUNALIA LIFT OFF

1 ensemble in residence



FESTIVAL vaN VLAANDEREN MECHELEMN PRESENTEERT

LUNALIA

Zetiro Torna
Susanna
Lore Binon
Eric Whitacre
a nocte temporis
lan Bostridge
Bryggen

Bruges Strings

en vele anderen

Van 26 april
tot 11 mei 2025

www.lunalia.be






LUNALIA 2025 APRIL 26 - MAY 11

Since 2018, Festival of Flanders Mechelen has been exploring the
universe of timeless music under the name LUNALIA. From 26
April to 11 May 2025, the motto of this exploration will be “Sweet
Dreams”.

“If you want to realise dreams, you have to be more alert and dream
more deeply than others”, wrote the gardener and philosopher Karl
Foerster. Lunalia wholeheartedly embraces this deep dreaming,
giving itself over to dreamtime, timeless dialogues and the cra-
wl of time. It presents exciting projects including Nenia, Eternity
in an Hour and Les Amours de Madame Tchabai, and composers
such as Franz Schubert, Antonio Vivaldi and Sébastien Le Camus,
who make the different facets of the night — the realm of dreams -
resound.

In 2025, Lunalia will be more rooted in Mechelen than ever, as the
ensemble in residence will be Zefiro Torna. Since this musical col-
lective was founded in 1996, it has been characterised by its inno-

vative concepts. And that makes it the perfect match for the dream
edition of LUNALIA.

With Zefiro Torna, Revue Blanche, lan Bostridge, Eric Whitacre,
Susanna, Continuum Ensemble, Resonate Productions, Vlaams
Radiokoor, Kris Defoort, Het Collectief, Lore Binon, anoctetemporis,

George De Decker, | SOLISTI, Charlotte Wajnberg, House of Wu
Fei, Bryggen Bruges Strings and many more.



HIGHLIGHTS

OPENING CONCERT
HILDEGARD'S DREAM

True to tradition, Lunalia’s opening concert will take the form of a musical moon ri-
tual. The finale of the evening is the dream of the famous Norwegian artist Susan-
na, she has long wanted to dive into the world of Hildegard von Bingen. With her
voice combined with ... carillon. This dream will come true in Mechelen, the city of
bell towers, in a work based on the visions of Hildegard von Bingen. These visions
are embraced by echoes of Johann Sebastian Bach’s cantata Wachet auf ruft uns
die Stimme and dream images from Japanese Noh theatre.

OPENING CONCERT Hildegard’s Dream
APRIL 26 20:30 O.-L.-V.-over-de-Dijlekerk




ENSEMBLE IN RESIDENCE
ZEFIRO TORNA

In 2025, Lunalia will take on an extra Mechelen flair,, with Zefiro Torna as en-
semble in residence. This prominent Mechelen-based music collective, founded
in 1996, is known for its innovative concepts. The perfect match for the dream
edition of Lunalia.

Zefiro Torna brings the rich musical heritage of the Middle Ages, Renaissance
and Baroque to life with a selection of outstanding musicians from all across Eu-
rope. Their unique approach goes beyond historical interpretations; they create
connections with various musical genres and integrate elements of literature,
science, philosophy, and contemporary artistic expressions such as visual arts,
theatre and dance. This results in haunting performances built around symbolic
themes.

During Lunalia, Zefiro Torna will present a number of special projects, including
Time Crawls, Somnia, Bach Mirrored, and Balsam. In addition, two muses of

the ensemble will also be heard at other concerts: Elly Aerden at Lunalia Lift Off
and Els Van Laethem in the context of Coro by George De Decker.

LUNALIA LIFT OFF with Elly Aerden - APRIL 26 14:00 > 17:00
CORO with Els Van Laethem - APRIL 27 19:30 in nona

BACH MIRRORED with Zefiro Torna, Ensemble Variances &
Anne-Mie Van Kerckhoven - MAY 2 in CCM

SOMNIA with Zefiro Torna & Lore Binon - MAY 5 in Predikheren-
kerk

TIME CRAWLS with Zefiro Torna - MAY 8 in Predikherenkerk

BALSAM with Zefiro Torna - MAY 11 in CCM



TIMELESS MUSIC WITH ERIC WHITACRE

Inspired by the opening lines of William Blake’s Auguries of Innocence, this
brand-new work by one of the world’s most celebrated composers, Eric Whitac-
re, uses the human voice and a small selection of instruments to create a micro-
cosm of timeless beauty.

Eternity in an Hour will be premiéred at the BBC Proms in London before coming
to Mechelen.The composition builds an aural and visual environment that slows
down our minds, so that we can see a world in a grain of sand and a heaven in a
wild flower as we focus on the calm and beauty of the present moment through
music.

ETERNITY IN AN HOUR Vlaams Radiokoor & soloists Brussels
Philharmonic led by Eric Whitacre
MAY 3 20:15 St. Rumboulds Cathedral




TOP SINGER AND TOP ORCHESTRA
BRING SWEET DREAMS TO MECHELEN

Franz Schubert’s Winterreise is one of the most famous song cycles of all time. If
only because of Gute Nacht, the famous first song in the cycle, we simply had to
include this work in the dream edition of Lunalia. The tenor lan Bostridge is com-
pletely obsessed with it. In 2015 he wrote a book about the cycle entitled Schu-
bert’s Winter Journey: Anatomy of an Obsession. He can sing the piece to his
heart’s content at Lunalia, accompanied by an absolute dream of a string orches-
tra: Bryggen Bruges Strings.

WINTERREISE lan Bostridge & Bryggen Bruges Strings led by
Jolente De Maeyer
MAY 6 20:15 St. Peter & Paul’s Church




MILLENNIAL HISTORY, musica journalism

Dutch harpist Andrea Voets connects journalism with music with the aim of
analyzing emotional blind spots in society. Her research is part of Lunalia’s fo-
cus on musical journalism between 2022 and 2027. Andrea Voets is the festival’s
associate artist for this aspect of its activity.

Born in Bruges, Andrea Voets is a trained harpist and philosopher who is fluent in
six languages, including Farsi and Modern Greek. She is the founder of Resonate
Productions. This foundation makes musical journalism: performances and pod-
casts that combine incisive social journalism with many layers of original music.
The goalis to start meaningful conversations about emotional blind spots in socie-
ty and offer ways out of the problems they cause. Examples include Millennial His-
tory (best of human interest radio ‘22, Association for International Broadcasters),
While We Live (best classical music 2020, NRC) and Wings & Roots. The foundation’s
artistic director, Andrea Voets, is currently engaged in worldwide research into the
question of how to feel safe, thanks to the selective FastForward grant from the
Dutch Fonds Podiumkunsten.

On May 1 Andrea Voets presents the newest version of the Millennial History pro-
ject in Mechelen. The project will focus on outcasts: everyone who is rejected
by society in one way or another. In music, conversations and excerpts from the
Millennial History podcast, the musicians create a safe space where trust can be
rebuilt.

MILLENNIAL HISTORY Resonate Productions
MAY 1 18:00 - 22:00 Predikherenkerk
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