










ENSEMBLE IN RESIDENCE
ACCADEMIA DEL PIACERE
In 2026, Lunalia will be set ablaze by fiery sounds, and what better ensemble 
in residence to keep that flame alive than Accademia del Piacere? This ground-
breaking Spanish company is considered a pioneer of historic music in Euro-
pe. Their innovative projects and the strong artistic personality of their director, 
Fahmi Alqhai, have shaped Accademia del Piacere into an ensemble that infuses 
old traditions with a contemporary spirit. 

Their award-winning recordings reveal a new spectrum of sound colours. They 
turn the typical repertoire of the Italian Seicento, Spanish Renaissance and ba-
roque theatre into something you have never heard before. Yet their focus is not 
entirely historical. They have also worked on occasions with the flamenco singer 
Arcángel, who was awarded the Giraldillo prize for best music at the Flamenco 
Biennale in Seville. This gives the past a contemporary voice. 

At Lunalia, they will perform four concerts, starting with the opening concert 
‘Spain on Fire’ that will immediately set you aflame. ‘L’Ange et le Diable’ asks 
whether all that passion is actually good for people. Get your breath back in ‘A 
Piacere’ before the flames get out of hand again in ‘Dialogos’, the closing concert 
with flamenco dancer Ana Morales and flamenco singer Alba Carmona.

Opening Concert Spain On Fire - APRIL 25 20:30 in O.-L.-V.-over-
de-Dijlekerk
70% wildfire 20% Spain 10% improvisation

L’Ange et le Diable - APRIL 26 20:15 in Predikherenkerk
40% angel 40% devil 20% elegance

A Piacere, solo recital Fahmi Alqhai - APRIL 27 20:15 in Predikhe-
renkerk
60% great masters 30% stillness 10% Rock

Diálogos - APRIL 28 20:15 in Predikherenkerk
60% flamenco 10% Monteverdi 30% dance



FESTIVALHIGHLIGHTS

OPENING CONCERT 
Spain On Fire
The emergence of the Spanish Empire in the 16th and 17th centuries spread 
Spain’s cultural richness and diversity beyond its borders, embracing musical tra-
ditions in which Christian, Islamic, Jewish and colonial influences came together. 
Artistic director Fahmi Alqhai combines all these ingredients in a personal recipe. 
Ornamentations and improvisations are added to the original scores, setting the 
passion of the original works ablaze in the present day. There’ll be steam coming 
out of your ears! 

OPENING CONCERT Spain On Fire
APRIL 25 20:30 O.-L.-V.-over-de-Dijlekerk 



TIMELESS MUSIC WITH PETERIS VASKS, 
CASCO PHIL & VLAAMS RADIOKOOR
Casco Phil and the Vlaams Radio Koor prove that music brings people together. 
The focus of their programme is a new work by Peteris Vasks: Veni Creator 
Spiritus. Vasks composed this piece at Casco Phil’s request. It expresses the the-
mes of Pentecost. The famous story of the Apostles with tongues of fire resting 
upon them is linked here to the age-old tradition of composers who sing the 
praises of the spirit of inspiration itself. The programme is completed with Per-
golesi’s moving Stabat Mater and Arvo Pärt’s iconic Fratres. Each of these pieces 
uses minimal material to evoke a maximum of inner depth. Small flames that 
feed an immense blaze. 

BETWEEN SORROW AND SPIRIT Casco Phil & Vlaams Radiokoor 
APRIL 30 20:15 St. Rumbold’s Cathedral Mechelen



SONICO BRINGS ARGENTINEAN GLOW 
TO MECHELEN WITH THE PREMIERE OF 
ROVIRA 100 
This performance is one long, passionate love letter to Eduardo Rovira, the pio-
neer of the avant-garde in tango. Back in 1965, Rovira disbanded his octet and 
went for a trio line-up inspired by jazz, consisting of the bandoneon, double 
bass and electric guitar. Rovira was famous as an exceptionally gifted bandone-
on player. He introduced electronic elements on his groundbreaking album So-
nico in 1969 and developed a unique, impressionist sound for the bandoneon 
that was unrivalled in the genre. On 24 November 1979, Eduardo Rovira gave 
his last public performance and presented his newest composition for the first 
and last time: Canciones Contemporáneas Argentinas. Sonico breathes new life 
into these little-known contemporary classics. You can’t get any closer to the 
resolute passion of Argentinean tango than this. This unique concert, created 
especially for Lunalia, reawakens Rovira’s pioneering musical vision and also 
celebrates his 100th birthday.

SONICO 
MAY 2 20:15 STADSSCHOUWBURG



LA STRADA NEIGHBOURHOOD PROJECT, 
MUSICAL AND CULINARY JOURNEY WITH 
MECHELEN RESIDENTS

The street leads to unexpected adventures: that is what La Strada is all about. The 
singer Lieselot De Wilde and podcast maker Eva De Groote step out into the street 
and talk to neighbourhood residents. Their stories find their way to the festival in 
the form of interviews, shared impressions and songs. Bel Ayre Quartet plays cen-
turies-old songs between the stories as Hadas Cnaani and Sadaf Malyar cook live 
on stage. The scent of homesickness and exile mingles with a sense of curiosity 
and hospitality as it spreads throughout the auditorium. Meanwhile, the Ukrainian 
artist Kirill Zemtsov draws all the travel tales together. A production to warm your 
heart.

ARTISTS
Bel Ayre Quartet ensemble 
Lieselot De Wilde concept, lead voice, tenor banjo, editing 
Seraphine Stragier cello, nyckelharpa, yayli tanbur, voice 
Farnoosh Khodadadeh daf, bendir, dayere, voice
Peter Verhelst guitar, ud 
Eva De Groote (Audiomakerij Selkie): (live) interview, podcast 
Kirill Zemtsov illustrator 
Hadas Cnaani & Sadaf Malyar culinairy artists 
Pieterjan Seynaeve sound engineering, percussion

LA STRADA
MAY 3 16:30 CULTUURCENTRUM MECHELEN



CONSTRUCT EUROPE
In het voorjaar van 2024 is België voorzitter van de Raad van de Europese Unie en 
dat wordt in Mechelen gevierd met een groots cultureel en maatschappelijk gericht 
stadsfestival. Stad Mechelen slaat de handen in elkaar met haar partners: het Hannah 
Arendt Instituut, kunstencentrum nona, Mechelen Feest en vzw J@M. Er wordt een 
programma samengesteld dat de thematiek van het festival tot leven zal brengen: 
verbinding, samenwerking en democratische dialoog. Zo worden Europa en haar 
burgers dichter bij elkaar gebracht. 

CZECH DREAMS 2024
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